507 Bugenie Avermue
Madison 5 Wisconsin
Mr, Melvil Larson p ﬂ/;! o
Commissll - o
Motor Vehlcla Department
State Of Wigeonsin

Denyr Mp, lLarsens
I am enclosing routine application for renewal of regietration.

The reason for calling this to your attention ie this: I am moving
to the State of California about February 1, 1959, so that the present
registration will be useful to me for & period of only two months, I
understand that under present legislatien you have no recourse but to
require rayment for full amual registration, and that there ie no pro-
vigion for refund, In California, 1 will of coiras be obliged to re~
reglster, This inequity should be called to the attention of the legis~
lature; meanwhile, I axm forvarding this application under formal (please
don't -isunderstand me, not personal) protest,

Do you feel yourself that thie arrangement ip unjustified, and would
you recompend ite rovision, or have I overlooked an importent argument in
the other direction?

My cleven years residence in Yisconsin led me to remark that your dervarte
nent has been rn with comwszendable efficiency, and we should be grateful to
your, among others for it. Will you permit me to make some chbaervations on
points for cven further improvements?

a) I would not wish to enlarge in detail, but some of your driver's
licence examiners have a reputation for surliness thit is both unnecessary
and unbecoming, This is by no means typical, and it 1s not difficult to
understand in view of the discouraging and sometimes anxious nature of the
task, However, don't you feel that an intending driver should be encoursged
to do his best (and thereby better develor constructive attitudes loter on)
rather than made to ¢ringe?

b) In the face of universal apgresment on the injury-mitigating benefits
of safety belta, it 4s sstonishing that Wisconsin should not have more pro-
gressive legislation in this direction, or at least that thoir installation
should have some official encouragement, I have had a go at this n few yenrs
apgo, and wae astonlshed that the Governor, legislators, and your own safety
division (vhich I have the highest regard for) wvere all passing the buck to

one another, Can't your department take the initiative in a technical way
in preparing recormendations for legislative action? In the short time
remaining of ny 'YWisconsin residensce, I hops to bring the subjlect again to
the attention of the new legislature, but your own department would have to
coopernte if anything 1s to come of it, Needless to say, this parsgraph
touchos an issue far more important than the sdministrative detalls elsevhore
in this letter,

/Yours sinqafély,

1

4/ -
Jostua Lederberg(iiz



